
New Hope-Solebury School District 

Engaging, Enriching, and Empowering All Students through  
World-Class Education 

 
July 27, 2015 

Dear Parents/Guardians and Community Members, 

The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) recently announced that the percentage of students who passed the 
Pennsylvania System of Student Assessment (PSSA) during the 2014-2015 school year is significantly lower than in 
previous years.  PDE indicated that the drop in students’ scores is due to the change in the assessment to reflect the new 
academic standards (Pennsylvania’s version of the Common Core Standards). You can read a letter from Mr. Pedro 
Rivera, the Pennsylvania Secretary of Education, by clicking HERE. 

While we wait for our scores to be certified by PDE, I am writing to inform you that we anticipate our New Hope-
Solebury students’ scores to be significantly lower than in previous years.  Typically our scores are among the highest in 
the Commonwealth, and I am confident that they will remain high relative to state averages.   

The table below articulates the state-wide percentages of students scoring basic or below basic (i.e. students who did 
not receive a passing score) on the PSSA, 

Grade Reading  
2013-14 

ELA  
(formally  

known as Reading)  
2014-15 

Math 
2013-14 

 

Math 
2014-15 

3 29.7 27.9 24.9 51.5 

4 31.1 41.4 23.7 55.5 

5 39.4 38.0 22.8 57.2 

6 35.5 40.2 28.0 60.2 

7 27.9 41.4 23.3 66.9 

8 20.4 41.7 26.4 70.1 

Once the scores are certified by PDE and we can release them, we will provide a data presentation to the Board of School 
Directors, and we will include information on our website.   While districts across the Commonwealth anticipated the 
test scores to be lower due to the changes in the assessment, no one expected the PSSA to reflect the drastic change that 
has been reported by PDE. 

It is important to note that standardized assessment scores provide a snap-shot of students’ achievement.  These 
assessments are only one measure of our students’ achievement and growth.  As a district committed to our students’ 
success, we will always focus our efforts on provide quality educational experiences for our students that engage, enrich, 
and empower them. 

Thank you for your time and patience as we navigate yet another change to our state assessment system.  

 Sincerely, 

 

Steven M. Yanni, M. Ed. 
Assistant Superintendent of Schools 

http://www.nhsd.org/cms/lib03/PA01001961/Centricity/Domain/21/Letter_from_Secretary_of_Education_-_PSSA_Cut_Scores_-_July_13_2015.pdf

